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some of it proves altogether too much. Thus if Macarius' use of ko«s 
for napSia in Matt. 6:21 "shows the retranslation of one familiar with 
Coptic and Greek" (p. 126), what does the same thing in Justin (Apol. 
15 : 16) show ? Coptic idioms in the Greek writings of Macarius and 
Serapion do not prove the existence of the Bohairic version in their day. 
The late date of the Bohairic made so probable by the work of Guidi, 
Leipoldt, and others must be challenged, if at all, on stronger grounds 
than these. Edgak j Qoodspeed 

The University of Chicago 



EARLY CHRISTIAN MARTYROLOGY 

The moving stories of martyrdom and miracle told in the texts here 
published 1 contain very little historical truth — not much more, indeed, 
than the names, and not even all of these. As an unconscious and 
unintentional reflection of eastern Christianity's life and thought in the 
times when those Christian legends known as Saints' Lives were in pro- 
cess of evolution, these martyrologies with their literary offspring are 
of somewhat greater historical value. There are, furthermore, some 
hints as to the conditions of life in general in Edessa and the surrounding 
country in the centuries during which the mercenary armies of Byzan- 
tium haunted those regions in the constant wars of eastern Rome against 
the Sassanid Persians. But the chief value of the texts does not lie in 
the historicity of their contents. 

As the name of the first collector and sifter of much of the material 
here published, Oscar von Gebhardt, would lead us to expect, it is the 
textual history, the transmission of the texts by copy and translation 
and again by copy of the translation, the use of them in song and sermon 
and liturgy, with the influence of one upon the other threading back and 
forth, that gives interest and value to these legends and homilies and 
justifies so extensive and expensive a publication of them. The book is 
published as a posthumous work of Oscar von Gebhardt, edited by 
Ernst von Dobschutz. And it is true, as stated above, that the idea of 
the publication emanated from von Gebhardt and much of the material 
had been collected by him. Yet, not only was no small portion of this 
material far from ready for publication at von Gebhardt's death, but 
von Dobschutz has added not a little of his own finding and work. In 

'Die Akten der edessenischen Bekenner Gurjas, Samonas und Abibos. Aus 
dem Nachlass von Oscar von Gebhardt herausgegeben von Ernst von Dobschutz. 
Texte und Untersuchungen, herausgeg. von Harnack und Schmidt, XXXVII, 2. 
Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1911. lxviii+264 pages. M. 12. 
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fact the whole edition is carried out in the spirit of the deceased master 
rather than by treading slavishly in his footsteps. And the result is 
such that it would surely have pleased von Gebhardt, had he lived to see 
it, and that it must be highly gratifying to Professor Harnack, to whom 
it is dedicated. 

A wonderfully thorough introduction of 66 pages carries the history 
of the texts from the Syriac original and its manuscript transmission 
through its devious ways in an Armenian, one Latin and three Greek, 
versions, and their transmission in 50-odd manuscripts, to their use in the 
homily of Simeon the Metaphrast and in an Enkomion of Arethas (one of 
the first of the original works of this master-mind in a barren time to be 
published in the Greek). A special chapter is dedicated to the historical 
and literary appreciation of both the acts and the miracle-story which 
the Greek appends to them. The close is made by an exhaustive treat- 
ment of the cult of the confessors, as it appears in ancient calendaria, in 
sermons and hymns, in chapels and churches dedicated to them, in 
paintings, and finally in popular worship. 

The text is then printed in five separate sections, the first of which 
presents the Syriac-Armenian in literal German translation and the two 
older Greek versions; the second, the third Greek version and the 
Metaphrast, together with the Greek miracle-story; the third, the 
Latin version; the fourth, the Enkomion of Arethas; and the fifth, the 
text of a number of Greek Menaea and of one Latin one, all of these 
accompanied by a twofold apparatus, one giving the biblical references, 
the other an exhaustive statement of textual variants. This is followed 
by 35 pages of indices, treating in turn the biblical quotations, the proper 
names, and the Greek words in general. A page of Addenda and Corri- 
genda to which the reviewer can add only one omitted colon on p. 178, 
1. 12, concludes the work. As a whole the work stands as a marvel of 
the printer's art and a model of an edition of a series of texts meant to 
set forth clearly and concisely an exceedingly complicated textual history. 

Martin Spbengltng 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 

LEO Xni AND ANGLICAN ORDERS 

The present volume 1 treats an important problem. It has been the 
Roman practice since the Reformation period to reordain Anglican 
ministers who submit to the papal obedience before permitting them to 

'Leo XIII and Anglican Orders. By Viscount Halifax. London, New York: 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1912. $3.50. 



